
 

 

 

 
 

 

May 5, 2022 

 
Dear Friend, 

Preaching to the Choir! 
  

 
Thomas Sherrerd Memorial Choir, 1968 

The old adage of “preaching to the choir” 
typically means that someone is wasting their 
time and energy — the choir is already 
onboard and needs no further effort or 
attention. 
 
Here’s a quick note from Seth Godin: 
 
The original expression implies that 
preaching to the converted is a waste of 
time. After all, why bother marketing to 
people who are already on the team? 
 
The reality is that the people who aren’t 
enrolled in the journey are going to ignore 
you. They’re simply not open to being marketed to, taught, talked at or lectured. 
 
On the other hand, the folks who are in on it have a chance to become members of the 
choir. 
 
And they are the ones that spread the word. It’s peer-to-peer interaction that shapes our 
culture, and culture that shapes our world. 
 
The opportunity for anyone seeking to make a change happen is to enlist people who are 
on a similar path and give them the tools and the motivation to engage with the people 
around them. 
 
If your work is worth doing, it’s worth preaching to the choir. 
 
Just for a second, back up to the penultimate (I love this word — didn’t learn it until I was in 
seminary taking Intro to Hebrew! A very snobby way of saying “second to last!") paragraph: the 
way to make a change is to enlist people on a similar path and give them what they need 
to engage the people around them. Now THAT sounds like the way to grow a church — in 
fact — it’s the ONLY way the church as ever grown.  
 
Remember last week and Milo’s leadership of the young people in “Follow the Leader”? I asked 

https://seths.blog/2022/05/preaching-to-the-choir/


the congregation what two words Jesus said over and over again in the Bible. The response 
was a rousing chorus of “Follow me!” 
 
Jesus didn’t say recite this creed or memorize this catechism or form a committee — no — he 
just said follow me — live like I live and love like I love.  
 
Easy…right? 
 
If it’s worth doing, it’s worth preaching to the choir!! 

 

Odds and Ends 
 

They’re back! The Fellowship Folders are in the pews — and there’s a 
gentle reminder in the bulletin - plus we’ll make an announcement on 
Sunday mornings! Just to refresh memories…the primary purpose of these 
things is to learn the names of people with whom you are sitting especially 
those who may be visiting or returning after an absence. Alway feel free to 
introduce folks to Nikki or me after the service along with other folks that 
you know! 

  

Time to Get Cleaned Up! 
  

Date Change for Mount Peace Cemetery Cleanup 
in Lawnside 

now SATURDAY, MAY 14 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

  
Mount Peace Cemetery, a historically Black cemetery in 
Lawnside suffering from neglect and disrepair, is looking 
for volunteers to help in its clean up and preservation 
efforts. The cemetery is asking for help on Saturday, May 
14. Please sign up to help using this link: 
  
https://www.mt peace cemetery 
association.org/event-details/mount-peace-
cemetery-volunteer-service-day 
  
Questions? Email Caroline Yount, chair of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee 
at cnyount@gmail.com 
 

3rd Saturday Clean-up at St. Wilfrid’s  
 
Here’s a note from Deacon Joan Fiorella: 
As one of many drivers who drive food on Fridays from the South Jersey Food Bank in 
Pennsauken to St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic in Camden, I was struck at the condition of the 
street in front of the church as well as the church grounds. There was trash everywhere, and I 
felt that, given the wonderful work of providing food and other essentials to the clients who come 
each week, it simply was not a welcoming sight. The city of Camden does not give street and 
neighborhood cleanup priority, so garbage continues to gather. Since I am also a new Deacon, I 
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took it upon myself to ask the Deacons if anyone would be willing to show up at St. Wilfrid’s (not 
at a time when clients are lined up outside) with rakes, garden gloves and trash bags to do 
some cleanup. Several generous people showed up and we made a difference in a couple 
of hours, but more work remains. I’ve decided to try to organize a crew on the THIRD 
Saturday of each month, from noon to 2 p.m.  
 
Joan would be happy to carpool from the church parking lot for anyone who is uncomfortable 
driving into Camden.  The address of St. Wilfrid’s is 83 North Dudley Street in Camden, which is 
right off of Federal Street. Joan can be reached at jmfiorella@gmail.com. 
 
I hope this finds you well — and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
  
God bless, 
  

          

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

CELEBRATE BLANKET SUNDAY ON 

MOTHER’S DAY 
This Sunday – May 8 – we receive the blanket 
offering. You will find donation envelopes in the 
Sanctuary, or you may donate on Realm. Your 
gift purchases blankets used by Church World 
Service in its disaster response missions and its 
care of the world’s homeless. See the CWS 
website here: https://cwsblankets.org/ 

Click to watch video 

 

BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER! 
Your Stephen Leaders will be offering information sessions 

about this important ministry and what’s involved with 

becoming a Stephen Minister. Interested in learning more? 

Click on the image or use the QR code to download a 

video and then attend one of the upcoming information 
sessions in the Hospitality Center: 

• May 17, 7 p.m. 

• May 18, 10 a.m.  
Registration is preferred. Please 
email stephenministry@haddonfieldpres.org. Questions? Talk with 
one of our Stephen Leaders: Lisa Hurd, Carol Carty, Joyce Stout, 
Rev. Nikki Passante 

.           

MISSION AND OUTREACH: 
DATE CHANGE FOR CEMETERY CLEANUP IN LAWNSIDE 

NOW SATURDAY, MAY 14  
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Cemetery Cleanup in Lawnside - Volunteers needed! AS DOUG MENTIONED, Mount 
Peace Cemetery, a historically Black cemetery in Lawnside suffering from neglect and disrepair, 
is looking for volunteers to help in its clean up and preservation efforts. The cemetery is asking 
for help on Saturday, May 14. Please sign up to help using this 
link: https://www.mtpeacecemeteryassociation.org/event-details/mount-peace-cemetery-spring-
volunteer-service-day 

  
There is Still Time to Donate to the National CROP 
Walk for Ukraine – The members of the FPC team for the 
National CROP Walk for Ukraine greatly appreciate all the 
support we have received. If you have not yet had a 
chance to donate, it’s not too late. Please visit the following 
link to 
donate: https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/first-
presbyterian-church-of-haddonfield. The walk is raising 
funds to provide food, shelter, mental health care and child 
protection for Ukrainians seeking safety. All funds raised go 
toward supporting Ukrainian refugees. 
  

 
A small group walked from Kings Court to FPC on Friday, April 22, 

as a symbolic gesture in support of Ukrainian refugees 
 
  

Mission questions? Email Caroline Yount, chair of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee at cnyount@gmail.com 

 
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY meets next on May 10 on Zoom at 7 p.m. to discuss 
James 4. All are welcome. Contact Deb Nussbaum: 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com  

 
 

This week, the PW Coordinating Team 
met with Siani,  

their UrbanPromise Partner 
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Youth Mission Trip 2022 - FUNDRAISING! 
  

DINE AND DONATE #2 - WED. MAY 18 @ TRENO! 
 

Mission Trip Raffle - Enter to Win 

Exciting Basket Collections! 
Purchase Tickets April 25 - May 15 through any Mission 
Trip Participant, and before and after the 10am services 
on 5/1, 5/8, 5/15 $10 each or 3 for $20 
Cash/Check/Realm/Venmo @FPCHaddonfield. 
Lucky Winners will be picked on May 16 

 

 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/FPCH%20Mission%20Trip%20Raffle%20Flyer%20(1)%20(3).pdf


MISSION TRIP WALL OF ENVELOPES! 
Pick up a donation envelope in the hall by the Parlor. Donations 

can be made by check, on Realm, or on Venmo 

(@FPCHaddonfield).  
 

Youth Group will not meet on May 8. See you on 

the 15th! 
  

Sunday School: 

Our last day of Sunday School is 5/15/22, which will also be Sunday School Teacher 
Appreciation Day. Children’s Church for kids ages 4-10 will start on 5/29/22 in the 4th/5th/6th-
grade classroom on the lower level. The nursery will still be available and will move down to the 
hospitality room on 6/5/22. 
 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

The Board of Deacons gives scholarships of up to $500 to youth who have been involved in the 
church. Information and application for 2022 scholarships are on the 
website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/youth. Deadline for submission is May 31. 

 

Years of Service! 
Carson just finished her first year of Cherub Choir, as did 
others. Nancy Ruth Wainwright just finished her 24th year 

conducting the Cherub, Carol, and Whitechapel Bell Choirs! 
Who looks prouder? 

A huge thank-you to all the musicians who faithfully 
and beautifully serve this congregation. 

 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) for 2022 

 
VBS 2022: DISCOVERY ON ADVENTURE ISLAND: 
Registration Now Open! Camp dates are July 25-July 29 
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. We are looking forward to another great 
week of VBS this summer! This year explorers participate on 
an exciting quest to find five mysterious Infinity Lanterns to 
help light their way. Using map coordinates from the 
Reference Book (the Bible), children discover clues to finding 

each Lantern while learning how God’s light shines in the lives of familiar biblical characters in Old 
and New Testament stories. VBS is open to kids 4 (fully potty trained) - 5th grade. Cost is $35 per 
Explorer. Use the following link for 
registration: https://fpchadventureisland22.mycokesburyvbs.com/.  Payment information will be sent 
once your registration is received. 
 
VBS 2022 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We Need You! We are recruiting for Station Leaders 
(adults) and Shepherds (kids) for VBS 2022 taking place July 25-July 29 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Please 
contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org if you would like to help out with 
what is sure to be an amazing week of camp.   
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YARD SIGNS FOR UKRAINE RELIEF STILL AVAILABLE 

Proceeds to Feed My Starving Children 
  

Signs are available for a $20 donation. The Dark family and artist 

Diana Stimson are donating all proceeds to the Feed My Starving 

Children relief program, which is on the ground in Ukraine 

providing needed food. Signs are available in the church and 

Preschool Offices – cash, check, or Venmo (@Presby-Preschool) 

accepted. 
 
Church and choir member Steve Pazan sent this video of yard-
sign-inspired connection and gratitude: 
 

 
DOUG’S STUDY OF ACTS: A 14-week Bible Study on Acts Into the World: The Acts of the 

Apostles, Mondays at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Remaining meetings: May 9, 16, and 23. 
  

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets at 8 a.m. on Zoom. All are welcome. The 
text for this week is Acts 11:1-18. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
Please keep members and friends of the congregation in your prayers. The weekly Prayer List is 
available in Sunday’s bulletin or online here. If you would like to add a personal prayer request, 
please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. Please obtain the permission of the person 
needing prayer. The Prayer Request portal on the website is available for private requests sent 
directly to the pastors. 

 

ST. WILFRID’S OPEN DOOR CLINIC 

This week marks the 107th week that the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s has distributed food 
during the pandemic; 129 bags again, 10,595 total through Saturday. Over 264,875 
pounds of food and dry goods, distributed by the all-volunteer, everything-donated, nobody 
gets paid, Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s. Thank you all for your generous collections and 
contributions!  

NEEDS: Thank you for the white rice. We are still catching up and need more. We can also use 
quart or half-gallon Ziplock bags to divide the rice into smaller packages. (20 pound bags of rice 
have been on sale the past few weeks for $8 to $10 – it doesn’t go bad, and rice is a year round 
need). We also are requesting diapers, size 2 and 6, bar soap and deodorant to distribute in the 
warmer weather. AND WIPES!!!!! Also needed are Women’s hygiene products (pads). Our lady 
clients are SO filled with joy and gratitude to receive these! There is also a demand for adult 
crew socks, black or white. Newspaper bags are needed to hold hygiene products. Keep in mind 
we will be giving out fans to our clients as summer comes Definitely no air conditioning available 
for them! Thank you to those who donate regularly: you’re the best! 
 
PB&J SANDWICHES: Special thanks to the high school students who made and donated 
peanut butter sandwiches this school year. Each week, we could count on roughly 200 
sandwiches from our dedicated high schoolers! The other 100 sandwiches this year came from 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FOmTP8lsE2AToCR2sQbBAu2kdtqZqm8/view?usp=sharing
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FPC Sandwich ladies! (Carol Carty, Joan Fiorella, Donna George, Judy Grantham, Jill Mascena, 
Leslie McAllister, Barb Sewell, and Sue Smith!) No one would ever believe how important 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches are at The Open Door Clinic. Thanks to all who have made, 
and helped make, PB & J’s during the pandemic. 
 
Any families, Scout troops, or kids needing service hours, we NEED your help! Some 
regulars aren’t available in the summer, and now that the school year is coming to a close, we 
are short on PB&J volunteers for June and beyond. So, if you want to join the PB&J fun this 
summer, please sign up using the link below. Contact Wendy Coffman 
at wendy.coffman@gmail.com with any questions. Thank you!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1 
 
Anyone interested in learning more about volunteering at St Wilfrid’s feel free to contact Paul 
Urian at umanpaul@me.com. Check out the website for more on what we 
do: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

  

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 
May 5        – 6:30 p.m. Moore Bells 
                  – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
                  – 9 a.m. Women’s Prison Ministry Zoom 
May 8        – 10 a.m. Worship – Blanket Sunday 
                  – NO Youth Group 
May 9        – 9:45 a.m. Quilters 
                  – 11 a.m. Acts Study Group 
                  – 4 p.m. Finance Committee 
                  – 7:30 p.m. Circle 4 on Zoom 
May 10      – 8 a.m. Doug’s Bible Study 
                  – 10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
                  – 7 p.m. Porch Bible Study 
May 10      – 7:30 p.m. Christian Ed Committee 
May 12      – 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
May 15      – 10 a.m. Worship 
                  – Last Day to buy Mission Trip Raffle Tickets 
                  – 5 p.m. Youth Group 
May 16      – Raffle Drawing   
                  – 7 p.m. Session Meeting 
May 17      – 7 p.m. Stephen Ministry interest meeting 
May 18      – 10 a.m. Stephen Ministry interest meeting 
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